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MEDITERRANEAN DREAMS is a concerto for clarinet and symphonic band commissioned by clarinetist 

Manuel Martínez premiered in the city of Stillwater (Minnesota, USA) on February 20, 2025 by the ensemble Sant Croix 

Sounds under the direction of Kristin Tjornehoj. The work is inspired by the special character and joy that all of us who 

live near the Mediterranean Sea have. 

In the first part, “The flamenco singer”, the clarinetist can demonstrate all his virtuosity both technically and 

expressively using the most characteristic chords and arpeggios of Spanish music. 

The second part, “Requiem to Valencia, affected by the DANA”, is dedicated to the Valencian people. More concretely 

in my town, Paiporta. Devastated after the overflowing of the “barranco del poyo” due to a DANA on October 29, 2024. 

That affected all my friends and my whole family. 

The third part, “The gypsy rumba”, is inspired by one of the greatest representatives of the 

Mediterranean culture, the great Paco de Lucia. The clarinet takes the role of guitarist in the purest flamenco style 

and the band accompanies with typical rhythms of the flamenco rumba. As if it were a tablao flamenco! 
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